BritisH NATION. 


Saturdap, 


December 11. 1708. 


Y¥ laft Paper concluded with two - 
M Scots Paradoxes ; and really, Gen- 


tlemen, this Cry of Perfecution 
in Scotland, as’tismanag’d ia England, isa 
Complication of‘ Paradoxes, a Heap of 
Inconfiftencies, a Clue of Riddles and 
Znigma’s, which requires to be unravell’d. 
And to thofe that have buta common Eye- 
Sight, "tis the unaccountableft Myftery in 
the Werld, to fee this Nation fo bewitch’d 
into a Belicf of ite—-There wants nothing 
to fet thefe People to rights in this Affair, 
buta little Hiftory, Narration of Fa&, and 
fair Stating Things; and when tnis is done, 
the willfally Dark may remain fo indeed ; 
but none, that will open their Eyes, and 
let in Demonftrations, can be any longer 
blind. 


To this End I muft return to my Scots 
Paradoxes, and I perfwade my felf, they 
will bear repeating. ; 


1. There is a Place, where the Parith- 
Minifter is Bpifcopal, profe/s'd fo, and 
ever was fo> only having taken the 
Oaths, he is continued by the Lenity 
of the Government in his Parifh and 
Stipend, and preaches conftantly to the 
Peopte 5; yet in this Parifh, and under 
his Nofe, to ufe the Drogheda Phrafe— 
Hasa Diflenting Clergyman fet upa 
Meeting: Houfe, and calls bimfelf aa 
Epifcopal Diffenter. 

2. While the Charch Eftablith’d in Scot. 
Jand is Presbyterian, yet in a certain 
Parifh in Scotland, the Minifter, who 
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the Church, is Epifcopal—— And the 
People being mofily Presbyterian, are 
at the Charge of a Presbycerian Mini- 
fter to preach to them “in a Meeting: 
Houfe. : 


And will you have thefe Riddles expound: 
ed ? Take them in brief thus ; 

The firft will be beft expounded by telling 
you aStery, which f prefume, I need not 
want Vouck:ers for now, in the Town. 

_ Ata certain Quarter-Seffions of Juftices, 
upon the new Eftablifhing of Fuftices of the 
Peace in Scotland for a certain County,where 
acertain Nobleman, that has a Name and 
is not afham’d of it, is Heretable Sheriff of 
the County. Aa Epifcopal Minifter and 
fome of his Hearers are conven’d before 
the Bench for opening the Meeting: Houfe 
again, after it had been for fome time fhut 
upby the Order of the Government; one 
of them pleading for the reft, fays, That’tis 
true, they did open the Meeting Houle, 
and had Prayers and Preaching there, for 
that they were Epifcopal in their Opinions, 
and covid not fatisfie themfelves to joyn 
with the Presbyterians, and they hop’d the 
Juftices would not make it a Crime, that 
they fought to fatisfie their Confciences— 
And more to this Purpofe——— The Prefes, 
as they call it there, as we the Chairman, 
makes An{wer tothis Purpsfe——] donot 
fay thefe areexa@ly his Words, but am 
well fatisfy’d, I have not varied the Sub- 
ftance—That he was forry he wasoblig’d to 
contradi& them in fo plain a Cafe 3 for, 
Gentlemen, {ays he, J my felf am Epifcopal in 
my Fudgment, as you fay you are, and by the 
Lenity and Forbearance of the Governments, I 
bave staintain’d an Epifcopal Minifter in thi 
Parifh Churchever fince the Revolution, being 
the fame Parifh where the Meeting-Houfe 
was {et up; if therefore you are Epifcopal, 
why do you not come to your Parifh-Church, 
your ferting up a Meeting-Houfe mujt be upon 
fome other Account————And then came out 
the true Reafon, truly that it was not Epif- 
copacy, but Jacobitifm 3 That it was true, 
the Parith Minifter- was Epifcopal, but he 
had taken the Oaths to the Government, 
aad pray’d for the Queen, and therefore the 


enjoys the Stipend, and preaches. Pee 


People would not hear hin, b 

Meeting-Houfe under *his Nofe, 
they entertain’d a Minifter that’ 
neither of thefe wicked Thing. —— 
Ard I prefume to add one thing, whic 


tho 
ic cannot be Jaid dowa as a Matteros Fa@, 
but asa Suppofition, yet I believe, Jhave 


as mivch Authority to advance it, as any 
Man can have for a Thing not in Being. 
I lay it down, I fay, as my Opinion, and 
which I can give good Reafons for——. Fiz, 


That were the Epifcopel Church in Scotland 


now uppermoft, and eftablith’d by Law— 
There would bethe fame Number of Meet. 
ing-Houfes as there are now,and they would 
be treated by the Church (Epifcopal ), juftas 
they are now by the Kirk (Presbyterian), 
ouly with this Difference, that it would noc 
make any Noife here, their Complaints 
would not be heard, mor by any Means would 
it be call’d Perfecution, 

And there’s one of the Scots Paradoxes 
unfolded— And he that cannot fee plainly 
into it, muft be blinder than 1 am willing te 
fuppofe any of Mr. Rebearfai’s Scholars can 
be, after fo goodanInftru@or. 


My next Paradox is 2. While the 
Church Eftablifh’d in Scotland is Pref. 
byterian, yet in a certain Parifh in 
Scotland, the Minifter, who enjoys the 
S:ipend, and preaches in the Church, 
is Epifcopal —— And the People being 
moftly Presbyterian, are at the Charge 
of a Presbyterian Minitter to preach to 
them in a Meeting-Houfe. 


This muft pafs fora Paradox with us ait, 
er elfe this “lambeaux, call’d Perfecution, 
is but an Jgaw fatuus, that’ has lighted us all 
ato a Ditch of Error and Miftake—Was 
ever fuch a thing as this heard ofin a Nation 
of Perfecution ? Is it poffible that che Prefz 
byterian Church cam be faid to perfecute the 
Epifcepal, and at the fame time fubmit'fo 
low for Peace Sake, as to let the Epifcopat 
Minifter enjoy the Benefice, and fubje& the 
Presbyterian Minifter to keeping-a Con- 
venticle under him? 

Now, left our fufpicious Friends fhould 
queftion the Truth of this, I cannot do lefs 
than lead them to the Enquiry ———___. 


And 
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” ‘Patrick Lyon Mioifter of Kinghorn, ia the 
Co f x hoa 


ie ol 


Ao “if they pleafe but to enquire of Mr. 


County cf Fife—He is tuo not to 


own, that he himfelf is an Epifcopal Mini- 


Be fter, does notzcknowledge the Presbyterian 


¢ 


‘Church-Governinent, oreverdid, does not 
meet in their Presbyteries or Synods, or 
own their Judicatories—. That yet he en- 


= ies his Benefize, and Mans, or Dwelling- 


oufe, bis Glebe, and his Stipend ; folely 
pficffes the Church, and preaches to the 
People—And that fuch of his Parifhioners, 
who are Presbyterian, have call’d-them an- 

~ other Minifter, and gather’d themfelves into 


& a feparate Congregation like Diffenters, 


py their Minifier by Contribution, and 
have their Afflembly ina Meeting-Houfe. 
And why is this doae ? ——Not I affure 


you, that the Law would rot have dif- 


poffeffed Mr.Lyon,not that the Church is too 
fmall for the Parifh, not that the People 
of the Town were not generaily Presbyteri- 
an, as appears by the Numbers at each 
Place, not that Mr. Lyon yielded to the Pref- 
byterian Difcipline at a0; none of all thefe 
—But meerly becaufe the Church wus tender, 
weuld not pulh Things to Extremities; 
Mr. Lyon was a peaceable Man, fell in with 
the Revolution, took the Oaths to the 
Government, prays for the QUEEN, 6c. 
and the Church WOULD NOT PERSE- 
CUTE. 

There’s the other Paradox unfolded 5 and 
now Centlemen, methinks both thefe put 
together fhould unfold the main Paradox, 
and tell us, what the Meaning of all this Mat- 
ter is, and whence this Clamour of Perfe- 
cution rifes And tohelp you a little 
ia the Ecquiry, A ftate the Cafe as briefly 
as pefhisle, and as plainly as I can. 

The Presbytezian Church is the Eftablifh- 
ed Church in Scotland 5 | know ye areangry 
atit, Gentlemen, that it is fo, but fuch is 
the Fate of Things, Tyranny run down-hil, 
and Liberty came up-hill And al} the 
reft was the meer Confequence of Things, 
for Religion wil] come at the Heels of Li- 
berty, and there’s no Help for it; if ye 
would not have had it fo, you fhould not 
have fvranniz’d when you had the Power ia 
your Hands=————= But of sbat by the 


bye. 
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Now, the Presbyterian bei 


1 won't enter here into the ill-natur’d Bn- 
quiry of what they ought to expeét by the 
great Law of Retaliation, we'll Jer thst alone 
to amotber Time: But what ought they to 
have expeéted according to reafonable 'rofe 
pe, and the Cuitom in like Cafes? They 
could have no Reafon to expeét, but chat 
the Presbyterians fhould difpoffef; all thofe 
that would not comply with the Bftablith'd 
Difcipline, and then-a Tolleration, or ge 
neral Moderation or Forbearance had beca 
the moft they could have expeéted, 

Now the Presbyterian has out-done all 
this $ for.as {oon asthe tumultuary Part of 
the Revolution was over, and the Church 
Eftablifhed,they caufed aliViolence to ceafe, 
and turn’d out no Minifters for being Epil- 
copal, butchofe rather to fitdown by an 
imperfe& Settlement, than to be thought 
fevere, knowing the Epifcopal Minifters 
would die off with Time, and would be 
fucceeded according to the Legal Eftablith- 
ment: By this Moderation, near 200 Epif- 
copal Minifters remain’din their Churches, 
tho’ Rill remaining Epifcopal, belides (uch 
as conform’d to Presbyterian Church Gos 
vernment—All that are yet alive of thefe 
poff-fs their Livings ftil, excepe any judicially 
depos’d for Scandal, and are at this Day 
above 1 Jo Minifters Epifcopal in Judgment 
and Piaftice—And thefe the Church of E7g: 
Jand may call Brethren, if rbey pleafe, there 
may be fome S:nce in it—— How chey can 
call the other fo, remains tobe ex2min’d. 

Bat while thefe remain eafis and undi- 
fturb’d, and have very little to complain of 
there.are another Sort.of Minifiefs made up 
ofthofe, who either were depos'd in tne firtt 
Hurries of the Revolution by the. Fury of 
the People, before the Church was at all 
legally fettled, or loft their Benefices by that 
A&, which order’d, that all the Cresbyte- 
xian Minifters, thac were lefe alive of 
thofe who were turo’d out of their Livinys 
in 1662, thould take Poffeffion of them, 
without farther Procefs, and the Number 


of thefe-you may b=sfure was very-very few 3. 


or fuch as were turn’d out afterward by Law 
for refufing to take the Oaths; and thefe 
are the People we are [peaking of. 
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guppermoff, 
what ought the Epi{copal Chuteh ay ; 


Whether 
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the Oaths of no, 7do wot fee 
-quallify’d, and yec there being no 


‘the Government fhall have no ne 


ths of no, do not fee prov'd, 12 
fare they were profecuted oaly as not bein 
Tolleration in Scotland, the ‘Law can ma 


no Difference, tho’ the Forbearance of the either the 


Government may diftinguif’Nor is thete 
alittle Pains taken in the World to bring 
the Government in to make a Difin€tion, 
§n order to bring in the difpenfing Power 
again into this Government Buriet 
that be how ic will, the prefent Profecation 


‘is for holding Meeting-Houfes contrary to 


Law, and refufing totake the Oaths to the 
Government, or pray for the QUEEN. It 


is plain, the Government bas conniv’d at. 


them ever fince the Revolution—But when 


_ Invafions and Pretenders are in the Cafe, 


no Body can blame the Government for 
being willing to know whoare their Friends, 
and who are nof. 

Nor can Mr. Rebearfal go. far in his Lift 
of quallify’d.Minifters, fince *tis evident, if 
they do {wear to or pray for the. yer 
to fup- 
prefs them, for their Hearers will forfake 
them, and there are Inftances enough to be 
given of this. 

As to the Names he has givea of Men 
qiallify’d and yet fhutup, the Difcourfe is 
dire&ed to the Obfervator, and 1 doubt not, 
but he will confute it: But 1° grant for 
‘tthe Sake of the Argument, that fotne of 
thofe Minifters, whofe Meetings are fhut 
wp, may have qualified, tho’ I muitown, 
1 do not believe it It remains then 
togo back to the State of the Cafe. 

The Meetings in Scotland are generally all 
of Non Furors— The famous Narrative; 
Mr. Rebearfal boafts off, defends them as 
Non Furors,and pleads for a Forbearance to 
them as Non Furors; juftife: the Principle, 
und yet openly demands their Liberty, as if 
the Government were beund to prote& 
them that will pay no Homage to it, and 
the QUEEN to forbear thofe that profefs 

to look upon he: as an Ufurper. 


ee save or that ae 
_have a Right to Toleratio: 
which are abfurd. ae 
_ That the Defign of the Government 
fupprefs Facobite Conventicles, is plain 
that when the Meeting-Houfes in Edinburgh 
were firft(hut up,and theMiniftersfummon’d _ 
before the Magiftrates, Mr.- .who pleaded — 
he had taken che Oaths, and did pray for 
the QUEEN, was difimifs’d,and his Leb. 
was left open, and he continu’d to preach, 


i 


tho'few wouid hear him,becaufehe haddone 


fo; ifanother was treated otherwifeat the 


fame time, tho” he hadalfotakenthe Oath, 
the Gentlemen know, there is a Reafonco 
be given for it, which ¥ do not tell, and y> 
-, 


which they ought not to tell, in Refpe& to 
ie re : And if it 
muft be publick, I fhall give the oe 
tell it themfelves. 5 a 


- ae: 
ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Lately Publifhd, 


A New Defcription of the World, de- 
lineating Europe, Afia, Africa, and 
America ; with a Map and Tables of the © 
Empires, Kingdoms, Provinces, and Cities 
therein, together with a Chronologicaland 
Hiftorical Account pf the Emperors, Kings, 
Princes, Governments, Religion, Langua- 
ges, Cuftoms, Commodities, Revolutions, 
and Rareties thereof. By 4, Curfon, Gent. 
ise) by Fobn Morphew, near Stationers. 


(Price 25.) 


ROE oe 
MDCCViEL 


Se 


